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The United Nations development programme
The global environment facility small grants program

Ningxia Center for Environment and Poverty Allveiation
GEF SGP Environmental Sustainable Development Project in Yingxi Village,
YanChi County, NingXia




PROJECT BACKGROUND

Climate change has become a major environmental issue of global concern. In
poorer parts of Northwest China, climate change is directly responsible for its arid
climate and degradation of grasslands resulting in harsh living environment and
poverty for local people.

Yanchi County, located in east Ningxia and to the southern edge of Mu Us Desert,
borders four provinces of Shaanxi, Gansu, Ningxia and Inner Mongolia. At
106° 03" 33" to 107° 47" , and 37° 04’ N to 38° 10’ , Yanchi features gently
descending hills in its central north and Loess Plateau in its south. The annual rainfall is
280mm and annual evaporation is 2,100mm in the region. The county has an area of
160,000 hectare desertified already, a 20% of its total area, which makes it the worst
desertified county in Ningxia. Yanchi is reputed as  “China’ s Home of Tan Sheep” as
wellas “China’ s Licorice Town”

Due to poor living conditions, farmers in
Yanchi are still employing rudimentary
production means. Prevailing deforestation
happens. And grasslands are becoming
extremely vulnerable due to locally developed
sheep-related industry and the fact that
farmers rely on grasslands for income. Those
result in waste of resources, destruction of
environment and heavy carbon emission.
Therefore, it is essential to build a low-
carbon, environment-sustainable and
ecological-sound living environment and
living style as a key to address the
environment issues in arid region of West
China. Efforts shall be made to promote
energy-saving facilities and clean energies
including methane and solar energy, increase
green coverage rate, and strengthen the
protection of grasslands (especially
desertifying grasslands) to thus build a new
countryside in terms of facilities, systems and - A =
people’ s thinking. Bt ,L
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ALL-MOOD INTRODUCED

Yingxi village of Gao’ sha’ wo town in
Yanchi, as the project area, admninisters
five natural villages with 260 households
and a population of 886. It covers a area of
150,000 Mu (i.e. 10,000 hectare), which
includes 100,000 Mu of grasslands and
30,000 Mu forest land. And 50,000 Mu of its
land is desertified. The total farmland is
7,198 Mu, of which 150 Mu land is irrigated
land (all in Min” zhuang' zi natural village).
The total number of sheep is 4,000 and that
of cattle is 10 in the village.

The position of Yanchi County in Ningxia
and Yingxi Village in Gaoshawo Town of
Yanchi Country:

@ To explore feasible energy—saving and emission cut model in rural area;

[ To improve the ecological environment in project area;

® Toraise farmers’ awareness of environment protection;

ABOUT THE PROJECT

O To grow grasses; build sheep sheds and microbial storage feed pool;
curb overgrazing via alternative livelihood;

() Tosupport farmers to build facilities including energy-saving Kang (a brick-based
bed with a heating system popularly found in north rural China), energy—saving stove,
solar heating houses and stoves, and trinity biogas system;

Spring planting farmland shelterbelt and forests;

To provide micro—credit services, build farmers’ activity room, organize trainings
about environment awareness, study tours and visits, etc.

project;

®
() Tosetup New Energy Workgroup to implement community development grant pilot
() Toorganize a project report cum climate change mitigation workshop;

0]

I utcome and Impacts of the Project _

@© By supporting farmers to use various energy—saving facilities and clean energies, a
household-based energy circulation system has been set up as a new model of
energy—saving and emission cut in rural area. The model helps to save 3 tons of
standard coal annually for a family of five reducing carbon emission by 7.7 tons and a
total cash of 2,000 Yuan. It also saves farmers’ time which they could use to work
outside of home for more income. Thus, the project advocates a typical low—carbon life.

© By making full use of solar heating houses and stoves, and the “trinity biogas
system” | the project has not only promoted clean energy in rural areas, but also helped
farmers develop a habit of using clean energies.

@ By promoting energy—saving Kang and stoves while reducing the use of coal and
firewood, the project has been able to reduce farmers’ activities of deforestation and
thus reach the objectives of saving energies, projecting environment, cutting the
emission and lowering the costs of living.

© Farmland shelter belt has protected 150 Mu irrigated land. Tamarisk improved the
quality of 100 Mu saline-alkali land. And artificial grasslands, as an alternative
livelihood, have protected nearly 20,000 Mu desertified grassland. Those outcomes
show the goals of increasing vegetation rate and reducing the frequency and extent of
wind and sandstorm have been reached in true sense.

@ Various farmers’ training classes have publicized environment-related issues, raised
farmers’ awareness of environmental protection and advocated the idea of building an
energy-saving new countryside.

OUTCOME AND IMPACTS OF THE PROJECT
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The villager demolishing Caooking with gas stove High—quality grass planted

energy—-inefficient Kang

Building energy—
saving stoves

Combined use of arbor forest
and shrub forest to prevent
wind and sandstorm as
well as saline-alkaloid

Village training Holding climate

change conference
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PROJECT ORGANIZATION

I The GEF Small Grants Programme -

Established in 1992 as a corporate programme of the Global Environment Facility, the
GEF Small Grants Programme is implemented by the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) on behalf of the GEF partnership, and is executed by the United
Nations Office for Project Services (UNOPS).

SGP supports activities of the GEF priorities—biodiversity conservation, abatement of
climate change, protection of international waters, prevention of land degradation and
reduction of the impact of persislent organic pullutants. SGP is convinced that with small
amounts of funding,members of local communities can undertake activites that will make a
significant difference in their lives and environmerts, with global benefits, in contrast with
top—down, expert-reliant development interventions.

In November 2006, China was officially included as one of the 23 new country
programmes, In 2008, Ministry of Finance (MOF)-the GEF Operational Focal Point (OFP)—
sent the endorsement letter of the utilization of $1 millioon under the GEF Resource
Allocation Framework (RAF). $150,000 from GEF core fund is also made available during
the first year of SGP in China.

SGP-China will exemplify and explore the ways to build up different types of
Community Co-management Models in different nature reserves; promote the sustainable
use of biodiversity products; enhance the conservaion in the production
landscapes/seascapes; promote the use of renewable energy in a large scale and
increase the energy efficiency in the conservation of international waters; implement the
innovative and localized sustainable land management practice; and increase the
capacity and awareness of target group in the area of POPs.

GEF SGP Environmental Sustainable Development Project in Yingxi Village,
YanChi County, NingXia
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