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Preface

The local residents are Tibetan Buddhists.
Worshipping the sacred mountains, glaciers, lakes,
rivers and forests, they are consummale advoeates for the
harmony between humans and nature. Tibetan Buddhism is
a unique culture that has evolved over some two thonsand
yvears of cultural and religious traditions, which is the bases
of development in Tibetan region today. Tibetan Buddhist
religious traditions have made indelible contributions
toward the protection of the environment and native
biodiversity. Protected by devout religious beliefs, the
indigenous fauna and flora, wetland and natural landscapes
of the greater Tibetan region provide endless natural wealth
for the enjoyment of future generations; beautiful snow-
capped mountains, lakes, primeval forests, wildlife, water
still act in harmony with Tibetan Buddhists day and night.
In addition, the Tibetan area has also long acted as natural
protection for the people living in the Yangize River
and Lancang River (Mekong River) basins, reducing the
impacts of flooding events. However, peaple’ s demand
for resourees is expanding along with a growing population

and rapid economie development: much of the development



is in direct conlliet with local religious beliels. Sadly, acls
of illegal logging, illegal sand collecting, poaching ete.
are increasing. The forest around us and the glaciers are
reducing vear by vear. Natural disasters such as {lood,
drought, hard rain, heavy hail and snow are oceurring more
and more. These disasters should be ringing the alarm
hells for humans: we must learn to treat nature and our
earth well. This pamphlet is subsidized by the program

“demonstration on using traditional eulture to protect
biodiversity and respond to global climate,” which is
funded by United Nations Development Program, Global
Environment Faeility and Small Grants Program. The aim
of this project iz to organize local women 1o highlight ethnic
culture at risk of disappearing from the local villages:
inherit and promote traditional religious culture that has
significant impaet of biodiversity eonservation in Yeri area
hased on unique character of Tibetan Buddhism. This
pamphlet is also edited by the Yeri women themselves, as
a publicity material for external propaganda and promoting

conservalion.
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